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Data Sharing Logic

Administrative data 
offer an independently 
validated source of 
information about the 
characteristics and 
behaviors of firms and 
workers, including 
those benefiting from 
state programs.



Data Sharing Themes

1. Data sharing need

2. Data access

3. Data sharing regulations

4. Data sharing risks

Data Sharing is a formal process in which agencies grant access to appropriate 
segments of their data to other agencies or non-government researchers supporting 
activities authorized under federal or state data confidentiality laws and regulations. 



Evaluation-Relevant Data Elements



Evaluation-Relevant Data Elements

Percentage of All Evaluation-Relevant Data Elements by Information Category



Evaluation-Relevant Data Elements

Most Frequently Collected Data Elements Across All Corporate Income Tax Forms Reviewed



Evaluation-Relevant Data Elements

State Forms Containing the Most Evaluation-Relevant Data Elements



Data Confidentiality

Confidentiality Assessment Framework



Data Confidentiality

Specificity Ratings for All Corporate Tax (CT) Laws and Regulations



Data Confidentiality
Specificity Ratings for States with the Most & Least Detailed Legal References to CT Data Confidentiality Questions



Data Confidentiality

Specificity Ratings for All Unemployment Insurance (UI) Laws and Regulations



Data Sharing Challenge Areas

Governance Policy Challenges
 Interpreting legal restrictions 

 Establishing effective data governance models

 Managing legislative activity to promote data 

sharing

Data Sharing Process Management Challenges
 Streamlining the data sharing process

 Building staff capacity to respond to increasing data 

sharing requests

 Granting access to business data within 

administrative records

Information Technology Challenges
 Finding common identifiers to match different 

data files

 Establishing appropriate safeguards to protect 

shared data

User Understanding and Access Challenges
 Educating public officials on the importance of data 

sharing

 Informing data users of what data is and is not 

available

 Establishing data warehouses or hubs to manage 

data access



Advancing Data Sharing 

• State leaders need to be educated on the value of administrative 

data and how it can support more evidence-based policymaking 

while reducing government costs to evaluate programs.

• Agency leaders and staff need help to understand that (a) 

sharing data for appropriate purposes and (b) maintaining the 

highest standards of data confidentiality are not mutually 

exclusive. 

• States need to provide greater visibility to and more resources 

for agency efforts to streamline the data sharing process.

• States need to establish more structured, transparent policies 

and procedures for reviewing data sharing requests. 
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Next Steps

IA SC

MN

UT WI

Technical Assistance
• 5 multi-agency state 

initiatives
• Case example dissemination 

Data Sharing Tools
• Tax Data Comparison Tool
• Confidentiality Laws & 

Regulations Database
• Data Sharing Toolkit
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